





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































（29） A.L.A. glossary of  library terms : with a 
selection of  terms in related fields. American 
Library Association, 1943.
（30） Vocabularium Bibliothecarii. Unesco, 1953.








































































































An Introductory Study on the Development of Bookmobiles:
Focus on Library Terms from the late 1940s to early 1950s
Takashi  ISHIKAWA
Bookmobiles of  postwar Japan were started by prefectural libraries in the late 1940s. Bookmobiles toured 
rural villages using automobiles, modern luxury items at the time, delivering culture and creating a place for 
residents to gather. However, a library term for such an activity was not clearly defined in the beginning. 
Examining library terms during the late 1940s and early 1950s, when bookmobiles began to spread across 
Japan, sheds light on the development of  bookmobiles in Japan, and offers a topic of  discussion regarding the 
objectives and significance of  libraries traveling to rural areas.
This is an introductory study on the development of  bookmobiles in postwar Japan that analyzes the types 
of  library terms associated with bookmobiles from the late 1940s to early 1950s, and their transitions from three 
perspectives: (1) survey items applicable to bookmobiles in library statistics, (2) definition of  terms in 
dictionaries and glossaries, and (3) details of  actual bookmobiles and library terms.
The results showed that during this time period, the library term “Jidōshao Bunko,” stipulated by the 
Library Law, was most commonly used. Based on the history of  travelling libraries, the term “Jidōsha Bunko” 
initially referred to vehicles that transported travelling libraries, and this phrase gradually became a library 
term that indicated bookmobile. Meanwhile, another library term for “Idō Toshokan,” which was not stipulated 
by the Library Law, was not frequently used during this period, even though this term also referred to travelling 
libraries consisting of  a large number of  books. Library activities referred to “Idō Toshokan” and “Jidōsha 
Bunko,” became a part of  regional history and were popularized throughout the countryside.
